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renaissance man in the field of athletics by let-
tering in every major sport for the Chaparrals. 
Mr. Whitfield’s leadership and strong work 
ethic is legendary in the Aubrey community. 
Excellence and devotion are the standards by 
which this young man lives by. In addition to 
his many athletic talents, Mr. Whitfield ac-
claimed further notoriety by creating a video at 
the request of the Aubrey Police Department 
to warn kids of the dangers of drunk driving on 
prom night. 

The Texas Alcoholic Beverage Commission 
was also very impressed with Mr. Whitfield’s 
work and has since used the video as part of 
its ‘‘Shattered Dreams’’ campaign in schools 
around the state. This video should indeed go 
a long way to warn others of the critical dan-
gers of drunk driving. As he graduates, the im-
pact that Mr. Whitfield has left behind will be 
felt at Aubrey High School and the Aubrey 
community for years to come. 

I believe that Ricky Whitfield’s profes-
sionalism should be emulated and his service 
honored here today on the floor of the United 
States House of Representatives. He is in-
deed a young man of all trades and I am 
proud to represent such a person in my dis-
trict. 
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Thursday, May 4, 2006 

Mr. BONNER. Mr. Speaker, it is with great 
pride and pleasure that I rise to honor Mr. 
Fred Taul on the occasion of his retirement 
from Regions Bank after nearly 40 years of 
service. 

Shortly after graduating from The University 
of Alabama, Fred began his long and distin-
guished career in banking with Merchant’s Na-
tional Bank. He remained with the bank, now 
known as Regions Financial Corporation, for 
38 years holding many positions of responsi-
bility while working his way up to local presi-
dent. 

In the midst of his demanding professional 
schedule, Fred always found time to make 
Mobile and southwest Alabama a better place 
to live and work. Among the many groups and 
organizations that he lent his time and consid-
erable talents, Fred served as chairman of the 
United Way of Southwest Alabama’s 2004 
campaign, and he is an active member of 
Board of Trustees for the Mobile Arts and 
Sports Association. 

On behalf of Regions Bank, Fred was also 
instrumental in building a tremendous amount 
of community support for the protection and 
preservation of the Battleship USS Alabama. 
In no small part due to Fred’s leadership, the 
USS Alabama Memorial Park Capital Cam-
paign got off to a strong start. 

There are many more people in life who like 
to talk about what can be done to make their 
community a better place than there are peo-
ple who are willing to actually roll up their shirt 
sleeves and go to work to help make it a bet-
ter place. Mobile is indeed fortunate that Fred 
Taul is one of those individuals who always 
believes in getting the job done. He is an out-
standing example to all of us. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join 
with me in commending Fred Taul for his 
many contributions to banking as well as to 
the Mobile community. South Alabama is a 
better place because of people like Fred. 

As he now faces a challenge unlike any 
other, I hope Fred knows that his colleagues 
at the bank and his friends throughout the 
country are keeping him and his family fore-
most in our thoughts and prayers. 
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THE RETIREMENT OF MAYOR 
CESAR GONZALEZ 

HON. SOLOMON P. ORTIZ 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 4, 2006 

Mr. ORTIZ. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to pay 
tribute to the Honorable Cesar Gonzalez, 
Mayor of the City of San Benito, for his many 
years of dedicated service to the South Texas 
community. His extensive efforts and accom-
plishments throughout his career as a public 
servant have impacted both the city and peo-
ple of San Benito. 

Mayor Cesar Gonzalez’s leadership and in-
volvement in the lives of South Texans has 
earned him the reputation of being a devoted 
family man and hardworking businessman. His 
commitment to the prosperity and develop-
ment of the City of San Benito and the State 
of Texas underscores his unwavering commu-
nity spirit. 

Mayor Gonzalez’s first service to our coun-
try was in the United States Air Force. He 
went on to serve as a livestock inspector with 
the U.S. Government. Both positions were 
only stepping stones leading to a prolific and 
remarkable public career. 

At the local level, Mayor Gonzalez helped 
form the first San Benito Boy’s and Girl’s Club 
as well as in the establishment of the Cam-
eron County Livestock Show. He also served 
as president of the San Benito Quarterback 
Club, served as a Scoutmaster for Boy Scouts 
of America, and remained a longtime affiliate 
of the San Benito Chamber of Commerce. 

He extended his public service efforts 
throughout the Rio Grande Valley serving as 
president of the Lower Rio Grande Develop-
ment Council, secretary-treasurer to the Lower 
Rio Grande Development Economic Authority, 
Vice President of the Lower Rio Grande Cer-
tified Corporation, and as Industrial Developer 
of the Year. 

Mayor Gonzalez’s public participation has 
stretched beyond the local scope of his close- 
knit community to the entire Texas population. 
His positions include: Chairman of the Texas 
Municipal League Insurance Board, Chairman 
of the Texas Department of Human Re-
sources, Chairman of Border Cities and Coun-
ties and as President of the Mayor’s Associa-
tion of the State of Texas. 

These distinguished positions illustrate his 
lifetime of service, both to South Texas and to 
the State of Texas, yet they do not speak to 
his kind heart and charming ways. He is an 
exceptional human being who is much be-
loved in South Texas. 

I ask the House of Representatives to join 
me today in celebrating the life of service of 
an outstanding public official. Mr. Speaker, the 
Mayor Cesar Gonzalez’s three years as City 
Commissioner, astounding 22 years as Mayor 

of the City of San Benito, and lifetime of public 
service are a source of Texas pride. 
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OF WISCONSIN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 4, 2006 

Ms. MOORE of Wisconsin. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to honor the life of a beloved mem-
ber of the Milwaukee community, Ms. Rose- 
Marie Coggs. 

The daughter of Calvin Jr. and Erma L. 
Coggs, Rose-Marie was born in Milwaukee on 
May 26, 1953. As a child, she was a student 
at Fifth Street Grade School, Robert Fulton 
Junior High School, and graduated from Rufus 
King High School. In addition, she graduated 
from Milwaukee Area Technical College in its 
metallurgist program. 

Rose-Marie displayed her significant artistic 
talents in drawing and painting and exhibited 
her works in Milwaukee art showings. In addi-
tion she was known as an accomplished jew-
elry designer with a particular gift for watches 
and rings, of which she produced beautiful col-
lections. An award-winning artist, she often 
featured in showings at the Inner City Arts 
Council and African World Festival and in fact, 
her work was a regular feature in art festivals 
throughout Southeastern Wisconsin. 

Rose-Marie Coggs was a woman of many 
creative talents and interests, from modeling 
for the African World Center with the Bashir 
Family to antiquing as a licensed antique deal-
er and appraiser who traveled throughout Wis-
consin and Illinois participating in shows and 
fairs. She worked in the hospitality arena at 
various locations, was employed at OIC–GM 
as a receptionist, and worked as a Community 
Organizer for Project Respect. 

Rose-Marie prided herself in being a mother 
to her only child, son Ayinde J. Coggs. She 
was also blessed in having thirteen grand-
children: Ayinde Starling, Raymond Quesada, 
Ayana Coggs, Nielah Coggs, Ayinde Sprewell, 
Deonte Sprewell, Amber Coggs, Adanna 
Coggs, Brittney Harris, Angel Johnson, Lyric 
Elvord, Amani Carter and Naomi Noble. She 
was an extremely giving person who loved 
celebrating family events and faithfully remem-
bered others’ birthdays. 

Mr. Speaker, so many of us in the Mil-
waukee community are saddened at losing her 
suddenly and much too soon. My thoughts 
and prayers are with her friends and loving 
family at this time, and I ask my colleagues in 
the House to join me today in remembering 
her life and many contributions to our commu-
nity. 
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CONGRATULATING KAWNEER COM-
PANY AS IT CELEBRATES 100 
YEARS OF BUSINESS GROWTH 

HON. PAUL E. KANJORSKI 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 4, 2006 

Mr. KANJORSKI. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to ask you and my esteemed colleagues in the 
House of Representatives to pay tribute to the 
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